
The hamlet of Bolton, surrounding the area along Lake George near the intersection of State
Route 9N and Trout Lake Road, was once called "The Huddle," named after Huddle Brook.
During its early years, sawmills and grain mills were built along the brook where power could
be harnessed. Other businesses were established as well including a post office, general
store, tannery, and blacksmith shop.

During the 19th century, the hamlet changed course as time went on summer visitors were
drawn to the area for its natural beauty. The steamboat era on Lake George definitely had a
significant role in this, enabling travelers to get to and visit the small hamlet and others along
the lake. Hotels and lodges were built to accommodate the visitors.

History

HAMLET PROFILES

As the decades passed, the hamlet's prominence declined and much of the focus was
shifted just two miles north to its neighboring hamlet of Bolton Landing. Though Bolton has
faded over time, remnants of its past can still be seen when admiring its historic buildings.
The hamlet now contains a variety of commercial lodging establishments, residential and
mixed use professional office space. 

BOLTON



Zoning within the hamlet of Bolton is mainly Residential Commercial Hamlet (RCH 5000).
RCH 5000 Residential-Commercial Hamlet- Principally permitted uses include single family
dwellings, offices, motels, inns, rooming houses, and accessory uses as specified. Retail
stores, multiple-family dwellings, restaurants, and certain commercial sues are permitted by
site plan review. 

Planning Context
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The Town of Bolton Draft Comprehensive Plan (2025) contains six separate themes that
have their own individual goals and strategies that align with the overall vision. Within the
Housing Choices theme, the stated goal is to “Protect and enhance the needs of existing and
future residents while encouraging diverse and affordable housing options for all” (Pg.23).
There are a number of strategies contained within this goal, including the following:

Consider zoning changes and programs that provide housing or housing support for
seniors.
Modify zoning to encourage a mix of housing based on local and regional housing
plans.
Consider allowing accessory dwelling units on lots with principal owner-occupied
residences and updating and even incentivizing the standards for this type of housing
creation.
Allow and encourage a broader range of housing types.
Identify locations/sub-areas to target infill though landowner engagement and multi-
party collaboration.

Within the Implementing Placemaking category of the plan, action items include language
encouraging updating the zoning code, better understanding building impact in density
increased in the hamlet, and updating the hamlet plan. 

Key Projects include advancing housing action & affordability, developing zoning standards
to define preferred forms of site arrangement for hillside development, and implementing
priority zoning updates.

https://laberge.filegenius.com/downloadFilePublic/ie382z8rd83dgan#%5B%7B%22num%22%3A799%2C%22gen%22%3A0%7D%2C%7B%22name%22%3A%22XYZ%22%7D%2C57%2C500%2C0%5D
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Community Services

population is estimated from 2020 decennial census. Census block boundaries do not align with hamlet boundaries so a best estimate was made based on building locations.  Land use averages are based on property class and do not include public rights of way.  ACS, 2023 5-year estimate for block group in which
majority of the hamlet falls.  Data from NYS Real Property System, 2024 tax roll. Median year built and median value do not include mobile homes.   Data from NYS RPS, 2004, 2014, and 2024 tax rolls. Adjusted for inflation.
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