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The town was first settled after the French and Indian War.  In 1767 a petition was filed by Edward and Ebenezer Jessup and others asking
for a land grant consisting for 4,100 acres.  In 1792, land was taken from the Town of Queensbury to form the Town of Fairfield.  The
name was changed in 1808 to Luzerne in honor of Chevalier de la Luzerne, a French nobleman sent by France to aid the Americans in their
fight against the British.  The last name change was established by the New York State Legislature in 1808 when it was changed to Lake
Luzerne.  Lumbering was the first industry, and later mills and a distillery were important.  The Dude Ranch Era hit the town and eventually
brought 8 ‘ranches’ to Lake Luzerne thanks to Earl Woodward.  One of the dude ranches was sold in 1992 to Paul Newman and Charles R.
Wood where they established ‘Double H Hole in the Woods Ranch’ for critically ill children.  Many of the fine old buildings from the dude
ranches dot the landscape today.  Albrecht Pagenstacher established a paper mill on Wells Creek and had the first pulp grinder made in the
United States.  His mill would move to other locations, but eventually would become International Paper.  In the late 1800s, Garner
Leather, starting out as a tannery, was producing fine leather for book binding and was the largest industry in the town.
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