FIRE PREVENTION & BUILDING CODE ENFORCEMENT
WARREN COUNTY MUNICIPAL CENTER
1340 STATE ROUTE ¢
LAKE GEORGE NY 12845 .
Karen Putney 518 761-6542
Administrator FAX 518 761-6564

E-mail fpbc@co.warren.ny.us

TO: . PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
FIRE PREVENTION & BUILDING CODE ENFORCEMENT
FROM: KAREN PUTNEY, ADMINISTRATOR :
DATE: MARCH 26, 2012
RE: AGENDA

FIRE PREVENTION & BUILDING CODES PORTION

I. BUDGET PERFORMANCE REPORT
Il. 1SO RATING
lIl. DISCUSSION ON DELINQUENT FIRE SAFETY FEES (COURT ACTION)



Dear Board of Supervisors,

I recently had a great experience with your building depaﬂfnent that Wan'aﬁted
sharing. On February 28" 1 spent the méjority of my afternoon in and out of the building
department trying to get a building permit together. I live in Rochester so if I couldn’t
file it that night, I would have stay overnight and return the following morning. After
chasing down the proper certificate of insurance required, it was 4:45 and the department

clearly stated they stopped processing applications after 4:30.

However, I explained my situation to Karen Putney and she generously took up
my plight. She put aside the work she was doing and stayed late to complete my
application so I could forego a hotel stay. It was clear when I left that she still had other
projects she needed to finish that she put off until I was helped, even though it was after
closing. 1am writing this to you because I didn’t want this benevolence to go
unrecognized. Kudos to Miss Putney for going above and beyond to help me —~ it 1s rare

to see such a commitment to customer service.

William Monteith
607-765-3901 (m)
St. Pauly Textile Inc
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January 26, 2012

Mr. Daniel G. Stec, Chanman Board of Supervisors e L
Warren County o f.,?.. T
1340 State Route 9 '

Warren County Municipal Center

Lake George, New York, 12845

Re: Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule Survey Results
Dear Mr. Stec:

‘We wish to thank you and Ms. Karen Putney for the cooperation given to us during our
recent Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule (BCEGS) survey. Insurance
Services Office, Inc. (ISO) is the leading supplier of statistical data, underwriting
information, and actuarial analysis to the property/casualty insurance industry in the
United States. The BCEGS classifications are distributed by ISO for use by
property/casualty insurers to assist in their insurance underwriting and premium
development programs for residential and commercial propérties.

ISO has completed its analysis of the building codes adopted by your community and the
effort put forth to enforce those codes. The resulting BCEGS Classification is a Class 6
for 1& 2 family residential property and a Class 5 for commercial and industrial property.
The new Classification is a regression from the former Class 4 for 1& 2 family residential
property and Class 4 for commercial and industrial property. The principal reasons
contributing to this regression are:

o adopted codes do not represent the latest edition available
o lack of residential sprinkler requirements in the current code provisions
e previous discretionary upgrade of ratings based upon the adoption of ICC based codes

A revised BCEGS classification would apply to new buildings receiving a Certificate of
Occupancy during or after the calendar year in which the revision takes place.

It is apparent that the primary reason for this regression is mandated by a higher authority
and not within the control of your jurisdiction. Nevertheless, before we re-classify your
community to reflect this change, we would like to know if Warren County desires to
develop an improvement program in other areas to better their BCEGS classification. If



this letter is acknowledged by February 27, 2012 advising us that this matter will be
reviewed within the next three months we will postpone the implementation of the
classification changes.

After review, if it is your decision to begin an improvement program to regain PL Class 4
and CL Class 4, we will need to receive, by May 28, 2012, a list of the changes you
intend to make. Additionally, we would appreciate your estimate of the amount of time
which will be needed to complete each item. No re-classifying action will be taken if
changes are implemented to regain the current classification within one year of the
receipt of this letter.

We want to highlight the fact that the ISO Building Code Effectiveness Grading program
is an advisory insurance underwriting information and rating tool. It is not intended to
analyze all aspects of a comprehensive building code enforcement program. It is not for
purposes of determining compliance with any state or local law nor is it for making Joss
prevention or loss safety recommendations.

If you have any questions about the classification that was developed, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Mary Jobst

Community Mitigation Analyst
856-985-5600 ext. 212
800-444-4554 opt. 8 ext. 212
Fax: 800 955-2422
Mjobst@iso.com

cc: Ms. Karen Putney, Code Enforcement Administrator



4 B EVES DRIVE SUITE 200 MARLTON, NJ 08053 (856) 985-5600 FAX: (856) 810-9085

March 20, 2012

Mr. Daniel G. Stec, Chairman/Board of Supervisors
Warren Co

1340 State Route 9

Warren County Municipal Center

Lake George, NY 12845

Re: Notification of Publication of BCEGS Classification
Dear Mr. Stec:

This is to advise you that ISO will implement the Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule
(BCEGS) classification for Warren Co as a Class 4 for 1&2 family residential property and a
Class 4 for commercial and industrial property. The revised BCEGS classification will apply to
new buildings receiving a Certificate of Occupancy during or after the year 2011,

ISO reviews a community’s BCEGS classification approximately every five years. Ifa
community significantly changes its building code adoption and/or enforcement program within
that time period and ISO is made aware of this, a reevaluation will be scheduled.

Thank you once again for your cooperation in this important project. Please feel free to

contact [SO for more information about the BCEGS program or to request a reevaluation.

Sincerely,

Mary Jobst

Community Mitigation Analyst
(800) 444-4554

cc: Ms. Karen Putney, Administrator of Code Enforcement



