
Warren County Board of Supervisors
RESOLUTION NO. 187 OF 2021

RESOLUTION INTRODUCED BY SUPERVISORS BEATY, LEGGETT, WILD, CONOVER AND

DIAMOND

RESOLUTION URGING THE GOVERNOR AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO EXPAND
BROADBAND AND RURAL CELLULAR COVERAGE TO ALL NEW YORKERS

WHEREAS, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo has said broadband coverage is a priority for New York

State, and 

WHEREAS, in September, 2019, the Governor announced the Upstate Cellular Coverage Task

Force, stating “every New Yorker should be able to access a stable cell connection, yet our upstate regions

have struggled for too long to make the connections that are vital to everyday life and commerce...Today

we’re leading the way forward by establishing a task force of cellular service experts, elected representatives

and environmental advocates who will develop concrete policies and help to ensure service is provided and

infrastructure for it is built in a sustainable way,” and

WHEREAS, maps developed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) using Form 477

data are inaccurate and misrepresent the accessibility of broadband and cellular service and are referenced

by the federal and state governments for funding purposes, and

WHEREAS, based on newer and more accurate data gathered directly from schools, municipalities,

and other organizations, there are large gaps in broadband and rural cellular service across rural and upstate

New York, contradicting FCC maps, and

WHEREAS, the FCC staff also determined that the Mobility Fund Phase II coverage maps submitted

by certain carriers overstated actual coverage and did not reflect on-the-ground performance in many

instances, and

WHEREAS, the FCC ultimately terminated the planned Mobility Fund Phase II auction and replace

it with a 5G Fund for Rural America, using multi-round reverse auctions to distribute up to $9 billion to
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bring voice and 5G broadband service to rural areas of our country that are unlikely to see unsubsidized

deployment of 5G capable networks, and   

WHEREAS, New York State has also adopted legislation that enacted a right-of-way use and

occupancy fee for any fiber optic cables located in or crossing a state-controlled right-of-way and authorized

the New York State Department of Transportation (DOT) to enter fee-bearing permits with fiber optic

installers, and

WHEREAS, understanding the financial constraints facing the State of New York, counties across

the state endeavor to work with the State to incentivize the development of fiber connections in rural areas

of the State, and 

WHEREAS, our residents need access to reliable and affordable broadband and cellular service for

school, employment, telehealth, and social aspects of life, and

WHEREAS, as we have seen in the face of this pandemic, broadband serves a vital need for breaking

down the digital divide that creates groups of haves and have-nots within our state, and 

WHEREAS, broadband and cellular access provides a critical public infrastructure need for New

York residents, towns, municipalities, counties, emergency services, and more, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that Warren County calls upon Governor Cuomo, our Federal and State legislative

delegations to work with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and local leaders and officials

to deploy new broadband and cellular service maps in order to deploy the 5G Fund for Rural America as

well as broadband infrastructure programs, and be it further

RESOLVED, that Warren County asks the Governor and State Legislature to amend Section 24-e

of the Highway Law and Section 7 of the Transportation Corporation Law to incentivize the deployment

of fiber connectivity in rural and hard to serve regions of the State, and be it further

RESOLVED, that Warren County asks the Governor and our Federal and State legislative

delegations to work to ensure this vital economic development infrastructure need is available to all New
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Yorkers to prevent the further isolation of those in need, and be it further

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties of New York State encouraging

member counties to enact similar resolutions, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall forward copies of this resolution to

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State Congressional

Delegation, the New York State Association of Counties, the Inter-County Association of Western New

York and all others deemed necessary and proper. 

\art\023-21        MAY 21, 2021 BOARD MEETING


