














RPTL § 466-a
“Annual” Property Tax Exemptions for Volunteer Firefighters and 

Volunteer Ambulance Workers
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Introduction

 Real Property Tax Law §466-a provides a uniform procedure for enacting a 
partial real property tax exemption by all levels of local government.

 “Governing body” means the governing body of a county, town, city, village, 
school district or fire district.

 Who can benefit?  Enrolled members of a volunteer fire department or 
volunteer ambulance service.

 Governing body must determine the minimum years of volunteer service of at 
least 2 years and not more than 5 years.

 Governing body must determine what constitutes “service” for a calendar 
year.
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Applicants - Enrolled Members

 Must serve an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary 
ambulance service.

 Must “own” said property to receive partial tax exemption. Not for rentals, life estates, or real 
property held in trust (i.e. Medicaid planning trust).

 The Governing Body may enact the exemption up to ten percent of the assessed value of the 
property.

 Exemption extends to the enrolled member and spouse only.

 Non-Member owners?
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Role of the “Authority Having 
Jurisdiction”
 The Authority having Jurisdiction (AHJ) determine whether enrolled members satisfy the annual

service requirement and reports determination by an annual certification form.

 The AHJ is usually not the same as the “governing body.”

 The AHJ is a reference to a fire district BOFC, town board, village board or city council which 
supervises the volunteer fire department or volunteer ambulance service.

 The Governing Body, not the AJH, determines the definition of service and the procedure for 
annual certification.  

 The AJH keeps track of volunteers that meet annual certification requirements established by 
the Governing Body.
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Guidelines for Annual Partial Tax 
Exemption
 Applicant must reside in the city, town or village which is served by the incorporated volunteer 

fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service;

 The property must be the primary residence of the applicant;

 The property is used exclusively for residential purposes.  However, an adjustment will be made 
if a portion of the property is not exclusively used as applicant’s residence.

 Applicants must apply for annual exemption each calendar year.

4/20/2023Real Property Tax Law sec. 466-a 5

Annual Partial Tax Exemption Benefits

 The annual partial tax exemption is continuing so long as the enrolled members reapplies each 
year.

 If the governing body elects to do so, after 20 years of certified service as an enrolled member, 
the annual partial tax exemption becomes permanent for the life of the volunteer  (i.e. no 
further annual application requirement).

 If the governing body elects to do so, after 20 years of certified service as an enrolled member, 
upon the volunteer’s death, the un-remarried surviving spouse may continue to receive the 
partial tax exemption for the same property that received the partial tax exemption at the 
time of the volunteer’s death, but such exemption must be certified annually by the AJH.
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Annual Partial Tax Exemption Benefits 
(con’t)
 If the governing body elects to do so, when a deceased volunteer firefighter or ambulance worker 

dies in the line of duty, the un-remarried surviving spouse may receive the annual partial tax 
exemption, if the AHJ had certified at least 5 years of service.  

 For the un-remarried surviving spouse to qualify, the deceased 
volunteer must have been receiving the partial tax exemption 
at the time of death.

Unlike the un-remarried spouse whose spouse dies after 20 
years of certified service, the property which receives this 
partial tax exemption does not have to be the same property 
that received the exemption at the time of the volunteer’s 
death.

Un-remarried surviving spouse must apply annually.
AHJ must re-certify the un-remarried surviving spouse annually.
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Requirements to Enact Annual Partial 
Tax Exemption:

To Establish the Partial Tax Exemption, the Governing Body must:

1. Conduct a Public Hearing; and

2. Adopt a local law, ordinance, or resolution establishing the partial tax 
exemption

Warren County will be required to enact a local law without referendum.
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Decision Matrix for Proposed Local 
Law:

1. Minimum annual service requirement: _______________

2. Certification Process and Form.

3. Qualifying Years of Service:  2, 3, 4, or 5.

4. Percentage amount for Partial Tax Exemption:  1% up to 10%.

5. Extension of partial tax exemption for un-remarried spouses of volunteers who died in the line 
of duty after 5+ years of certified annual service?

6. Lifetime partial tax exemption for volunteer with 20+ years of certified annual service?

A. Extension of lifetime partial tax exemption for un-remarried spouse of deceased volunteer for same 
residence that received lifetime partial exemption at time of volunteer’s death?
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