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Governmental Operations & Advocacy Committee Meeting 
Board of Elections Agenda  

June 30, 2023 
 

 Committee Members:  Supervisor Strough, Conover, Frasier, Geraci, Thomas, Driscoll, and Wild. 
 

I. Committee Meeting Called to Order by Chair 
 

II. Approval of minutes of prior Committee Meeting  
 

III. Action Agenda/New Business Items:  
 

1. Request to amend the existing agreement with NYSBOE for the Absentee Ballot Pre-Paid Postage Grant 
Program previously authorized by Resolution No. 760 of 2022. Original term of agreement was for 7/1/22 
– 12/31/22, the grant term has been amended to 7/1/22 – 12/31/23 and additional funding of $22,620.96 
has been awarded. 
 

2. Request to amend the County Budget in the amount of $22,620.96 to reflect the receipt of additional funding 
awarded under the NYSBOE Absentee Ballot Pre-Paid Postage Grant Program. 
 

3. Request to rescind Resolution No. 162 of 2023 which appropriated $29,100 from the Election Equipment 
Reserve to the Board of Elections budget for the purchase of printers. The price of equipment has doubled 
since the original bid; Department is seeking out alternate options and equipment. Through the rescinding 
of Resolution No. 162 of 2023, the funds will be returned to the Election Equipment Reserve. 
 

4. Request to amend the County Budget in the amount of $67,496.53 to reflect the receipt of additional funding 
awarded under the NYSBOE Technology Innovation and Election Resource (TIER) Grant Program. 

 
IV:          Discussion Items: 

1. Even-year Election Bill (S.3505-B / A.4282-B) – Bill passed by the Assembly and Senate will require most 
County and Town elections to be held on even years (all Town Supervisor elections are currently held on 
odd years).  Both the Democratic and Republican Caucus of the New York State Election Commissioners 
Association (NYSECA) and NYSAC have opposed the legislation; NYSAC suggests that letters be 
forwarded by municipalities who are not in favor of the bill to Governor Hochul asking her to veto. 

 
V.:         Referrals/Pending Items:  None 
 
VI.:        Privilege of the Floor and public comment  
 
V.:         Motion to Adjourn 

 
 

 
 
 



 RESOLUTION REQUEST FORM NO.  20 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

*Please List All Other Requests Not Covered by Previous Resolution Request Forms Here.  

Please attach any backup information available and be as detailed as possible. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT NAME:        

 

DATE:        

 

 

(a) Purpose of Request:        

 

 

 

 

 

(b) Details:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

(c) Previous Resolution Number:      

 

 

 

(d) Where are the Funds (if required)? List Budget Code, Object Code, Full Title* and 

Amount:       

 

 

 

 
Sample: A.8021 470 Planning & Community Development – Contract 

 

 * as listed in budget and LOGOS 

 

 

 

 







































Talking Points: Even Year Elections - S.3505-B / A.4282-B 
 

  
Counties across the state, regardless of their political affiliation, have expressed 
significant concerns about this legislation.  
  
If the state moves local elections to even-years, local issues will be overshadowed by 
state and national politics.  
 
The issues at the heart of local elections have a direct impact on the everyday lives of 
New Yorkers.  
 
But with the dramatic decline in local news providers, it’s already a challenge for these 
vital local issues to receive the attention they deserve.  
 
By throwing local races into the same year as national and statewide elections, this bill 
would inject more divisive partisan politics into local contests and overshadow 
substantive debate on local issues. 
 
It is this very reason why some municipalities have constitutional protections to have 
odd-year elections – so the focus can be on local issues.  
  
These will need to continue to be held in odd years, negating any purported savings.  
  
The Constitution (in Art. 13, Sec. 8) requires that city and certain county elections be 
held in odd years.  
  
County offices including Sheriff, Treasurer, Clerk and District Attorney will still be held 
in odd years, negating any purported savings. 
 
We also have serious doubts that this would meaningfully increase voter participation in 
these races. 
 
Studies have shown that as ballots get longer, it becomes less likely that voters will make 
selections in races further down the ballot, which is where local candidates will fall. 
 
With local issues overshadowed by national and statewide politics, we’re concerned that 
fatigued voters will reach the end of these long ballots, feel they don’t have the 
information they need to make a choice, and simply leave these races blank.  
  
Finally, it has always been the right of local governments to determine the timing of 
their elections as they are in the best position to determine what their residents prefer.  
  
If lawmakers believe this is a good idea, then changing these dates should be up to the 
voters in a public referendum at the local level. 
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