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Please note, the following contains a summarization of the September 28, 2023 meeting of the Occupancy Tax
Coordination Committee; the meeting in its entirety can be viewed using the following links:

Warren County website - https://warrencountyny.gov/mma 
Warren County’s YouTube Channel -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXytyY26Uw

In the absence of Committee Chair Dickinson, Mr. Merlino, as Vice-Chair, called the meeting of the Occupancy Tax
Coordination Committee to order at 11:02 a.m.

Motion was made by Mr. Strough, seconded by Mr. Wild and carried by a unanimous vote of those present (Messrs.
Dickinson and Geraci and Ms. Runyon absent) to approve the minutes of the previous Committee meeting, subject
to correction by the Clerk of the Board.

Copies of the meeting agenda were distributed; a copy of the agenda is on file with the minutes.

Privilege of the floor and public comment was called for, but there was no one was wishing to speak. 

The meeting commenced with a review of the Action Agenda/New Business Items, as follows:
a. To amend the amount retained by Warren County with respect to administering the Occupancy Tax from 3%

to 10%.

Following a discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Diamond and seconded by Mr. Merlino to approve the request,
but failed to receive the majority vote required, (Messrs. Dickinson and Geraci and Ms. Runyon absent), with Messrs.
Strough and Wild voting in opposition.

https://www.warrencountyny.gov/gov/comm/Archive/2020/tourism/
https://warrencountyny.gov/mma
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhDI7jtPdsg&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smz-smZl5aI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXytyY26Uw
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Next the Discussion Items section, of the agenda was reviewed as follows:
1. 2024 Budget request review - documentation provided as an agenda attachment.

2. Occupancy Tax Grant Funding Application- It was noted there were four regulations that needed to be revised
which were Special Events/Activities Funding Allocation, Application Funding Criteria, Occupancy Tax
Grant Application and Scoring Criteria.

Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Strough, seconded by Mr. Diamond and carried by a
unanimous vote of those present (Messrs. Dickinson and Geraci and Ms. Runyon absent), to approve the
recommended updates to the Warren County Tourist and Convention Development Application for Occupancy Tax
funding, and the necessary resolution was authorized for the October 20th Board Meeting.

It was advised the Occupancy Tax Funding Application had been sumarized with less content that would be more
focus on the application itself rather than insurance, certification, licencing and permits being included that would
be specified within the contract. It was consensus of the Committee to continue the discussion next month.

Concluding the agenda review, the Referrals Item was addressed as follows:
a. County Attorney to review Occupancy Tax Spending Plan History and Local Law and provide any updates

required. It was consensus of the Committee to remove this item from the Referrals list.

Privilege of the floor and public comment was called for, but there was no one wishing to speak.

Privilege of the floor was extended to Michael Swan, County Treasurer, who reviewed the Treasurer’s Occupancy
Tax Report; a copy of which is on file with the meeting minutes.

As there was no further business to come before the Occupancy Tax Coordination Committee, on motion made by
Mr. Diamond, seconded by Mr. Strough and carried by a unanimous vote of those present (Messrs. Dickinson and
Geraci and Ms. Runyon absent), Mr. Merlino adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Molly Ganotes, Legislative Office Specialist


