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.An Overview.




Driven by a passion for storytelling empowered by
by technology, the First Wilderness Story Collaboration
supports heritage tourism in Western Warren County.

The First Wilderness Story Collaboration brings together experts — authors, historians, and those with deep
roots in western Warren County — with students and editors who research and write stories that support heritage
tourism.

PARTNERS

- Warren County Historian

- Warren County Historical Society

- Johnsburg Historical Society

+ North Creek Depot Museum
+ Kelly Adirondack Center
* STQRY
« Cliff & Redfield Interactive




Student
Interns

Catherine Ficke Dominic Giordano Carmelina Albanese

Glens Falls High School

= Johnsburg Central School

N Skidmore

. N A SUNY Plattsburgh
Allison Comstock Annie Kiernan Stephen Dixon, Jr Claire Seleen

SUNY Adirondack

Middlebury College

Erin Corr * Aswad Khan * Mackenzie Lawler * Sam MaGarrahan * Noah Chirnomas


https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/team
https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/team

Since its inception
in the fall of 2021,
the collaboration

has: Launched a
website:

StoriesFromOpenSpace.or


https://storiesfromopenspace.org/
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Published
two articles

in
Adirondac
magazine
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Exploring Cabin Country

BY Dan Forbush and Bill Walker, with Others (see Acknowledgments)

g Aa( 3, The Adirondacks have played a key
\m/ role in state, national, and even
international environmental awareness
and conservation history, and ADK has throughout
its one hundred years been an increasingly major
influencer in that development. In this and the.
following orticle, we investigate the process.
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clause achieved in
New York State.
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https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/exploring-cabin-country
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THE YEAR AHEAD: Nevitetor s, oS¢ COFFidor
OUR MOVE INTO SPATIAL STORYTELLING e 9, 2027

The First Wilderness Story Collaboration begins its second year with a $26,000 &

budget and the bty to pay students, providing what for most wil be their first
professional work experience, ther first step in bulding a professional resume.

Our goal s to demonstrate the value of a new form of civic journalism that's
rooted

« We need student writers and designers to drive our most expansive ttle,
How Skiing Came to North Creek, to launch in January.

+ We need “spatial storytellers” to assist in building the Gore Mountain Story
Cloud, the app that will enable visitors to listen to “How Skiing Came to
North Creek” as they drive and walk around. Storytelling will b triggered by
GPS markers.

= We need a designer to work with Sidekick Creative in developing a printed
map of the Gore Mountain Regi

+ We need a student with a keen interest in history and art to develop Ancient
Windows of the Earth as a traveling exhibition.

We pay stipends of $15 per hour and up to §2,000 for major flat-fee assignments.
We thank the Warren County Occupancy Tax Committee and the Department of
Planning and C pment for making these stipends possibi

Here's one example of the opportunities we're offering: Allison Comstock, a junior



https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/subscribe
https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/subscribe

Conducted over
a dozen Civic
Conversations
with local
historians and
experts

A Sense of Place

A Civic Conversation with Teri
Podnorszki Rogers

A Civic Conversation
with Jim Schaefer



https://www.youtube.com/@storiesfromopenspace6350
https://www.youtube.com/@storiesfromopenspace6350
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https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/a-collaborative-history
https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/a-collaborative-history
https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/living-with-wilderness
https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/living-with-wilderness
https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/exploring-cabin-country
https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/exploring-cabin-country

Researched,
produced
articles, and
filmed a video
for the

Letterboxing
Trail



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rl-kiJikdm8
https://historians-challenge-warrencountyny.hub.arcgis.com/
https://historians-challenge-warrencountyny.hub.arcgis.com/

Published 33
Trip Reports for
recreation and
historic
destinations in
the First
lderness



https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/

And in our first
foray into spatial

storytelling, e
published two

combining
narrative with an
interactive map



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8ad663b4d7274a4caccc8267eae7b055
https://www.stories-from-open-space.org/exploring-cabin-country

Warren
County

,’ ¢nplore

Next up:

we’re delving
even more deeply
into spatial
storytelling with
the STQRY
platform



https://stqry.com/

Here’s a look at the backend.

We write and record = e
audio narratives about
a series of Points of
Interest along a tour
route. We can also
include photos and link
to additional content.




Next, we place GPS “fences” around the
story of each point of interest we’re
spotlighting...
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...50 that visitors to
Warren County can hear
the stories on our app.

< Previous N




The STQRY platform can accommodate up to
ten tours. Thus far, we’ve produced three:




Let’s Explore the app

Install on an Android or Apple
smartphone using QR code or

Search for Explore Warren County NY
in the App Store or Google Play Store
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< Today

wwe Explore Warren
County, NY

Warren ‘
County Travel

4+ »- &

Years Old Travel Cliff & Redfi

What's New Version History
Version 9.0.40 5d ago

- minor bug fixes and improvements




< Explore Warren... w!! & 4:00 PM 94%, (@)

< Back Location

ALLOW LOCATION ACCESS

Never

Ask Next Time Or When | Share

Background location is
not enabled
To use background location,

While Using the App

you must enable 'Always' in Always v
the Location Services
settings App explanation: “Uses location
services to show you your current
: location on a map in relation to nearby
Settings Cancel items and to alert you to nearby items
stories by local historians and even when the phone is in the
long-time Warren County, New SEEGIER:
York residents as you enjoy our
beautiful landscape. Happy Precise Location
touring. Allows apps to use your specific
@ 2 % a

location. With this setting off, apps can
0 determine vour approxi &
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Link to more information

ABOUT  EXPLORE WARREN COUNTY  TRIP REPORTS  MORE.

FIRT-VILOERNESS
@ Stories from Open Space
By Car and on Foot

Three Audio Tours through Western Warren County

Download Them to Your Smartphone by Scaning the QR Code

lio Tours

Recreation
Resources

and More!

Wur County T ME;]Jwre
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StoriesFromOpenSpace.org



Two more tours are in development
for release later this year:

e, / g 1
By

Walklng Tour of Lake Luzerne Dude Ranch Trail Driving Tour



try out Explore Warren County!




